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What is Medline? 

 MEDLINE is the premier bibliographic database for 

biomedicine supported by the National Library of Medicine  

 

 MEDLINE contains approximately 18 million references, most 

of which have abstracts. 

 

 MEDLINE covers over  

 4800 journals, in  

 over 30 languages 

 

 MEDLINE citations  

  



 A biomedical database 

 Covering years since 1966 

 Indexing journals only 

 ± 4800 journals indexed 

 International coverage 

MEDLINE 



 

MESH 

 Medical Subject Headings 

 An alphabetical list of medical terms 

 MESH makes efficient searching easy for 

everyone 



 

Advantages of MESH 

 Automatic cross-referencing from non-MESH 

to MESH terms 

 Cover British/American spelling 

 Include singular/plural terms 

 Include synonyms 

 MESH terms link to subheadings 

 MESH terms will take you step-by-step through 

database searching on OVID 

 



 

EXPLODE 

 MESH terms are organised into tree structures 

 The TREE structure arranges MESH terms into 
broader and narrower terms 

 Medline has an EXPLODE  function which enable 
you to use a broader term while simultaneously 
include all its narrower terms 

 Enable the EXPLODE function by clicking on the 
EXPLODE block at the right side of your MESH 
term 

 



 

Click in this 

box to explode 

Click in this 

box to focus 



 

FOCUS 

 Medline has the powerful function of focusing 

 

 Focusing means to throw out less important 
articles 

 

 You can restrict your MESH term to the most 
important articles on that topic by clicking in 
the FOCUS block at the far right side of your 
MESH term 



 

Subheadings 

 Subheadings enable searching on 

specific aspects of your topic eg 

diagnosis, etiology, economics or 

epidemiology 

 You can mark more than one 

subheading simultaneously 

 Using subheadings = potent 

searching! 

 



 

Choose one or more subheadings or none if so 

preferred 
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